A broken tandem:Understanding Lack of Witness cooperation in the Interview Room by de la Fuente Vilar, Alejandra
 
 
 
A broken tandem
Citation for published version (APA):
de la Fuente Vilar, A. (2020). A broken tandem: Understanding Lack of Witness cooperation in the
Interview Room. Maastricht University, The House of Legal Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20201014afv
Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2020
DOI:
10.26481/dis.20201014afv
Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Please check the document version of this publication:
• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication
General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.
If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:
repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl
providing details and we will investigate your claim.
Download date: 07 Jan. 2021
Propositions of the thesis 
A Broken Tandem: Understanding Lack of Witness Cooperation in the Interview Room 
 
1. It is essential for police practitioners to promote cooperation understood as an 
individual’s willingness to report information and not only facilitate accurate recall 
in witness interviews. 
- This thesis 
 
2. Lack of witness cooperation jeopardises effective information elicitation by 
reducing the amount of information disclosed. 
- This thesis 
 
3. Lack of witness cooperation can influence the use of ineffective interviewing 
practices and vice versa. 
- This thesis 
 
4. A cost-benefit analysis can account for an individual’s decision to report 
remembered information about a witnessed crime in an interview, and the effect of 
the interviewer on increasing the benefits and reducing the costs of disclosure. 
- This thesis 
 
5. The implementation of evidence-based interviewing practices requires collaborative 
research between scientists and police practitioners. 
 
6. The evaluation of witness statements in criminal proceedings should require an 
evaluation of how that evidence was obtained. 
 
7. Understanding the reconstructive nature of memory and its frailties will reduce 
miscarriages of justice. 
 
8. A clearer operationalisation of rapport is needed to empirically examine how it 
facilitates cooperation.  
 
9. Conducting a criminal investigation and scientific research benefit from scepticism 
and scrutiny to prevent biased results. 
 
10. Contrary to the individualistic reward system in academia, most scientific research is 
conducted collectively. 
 
11. “A bird does not sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a song”. 
- Maya Angelou 
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